Student Learning and Teaching Network
Promoting students as active members of learning communities

How have you been actively involved in learning & teaching?

Danny Wilding – Student Engagement Officer, Reinvention Centre, University of Warwick

Currently I am the Student Engagement Officer for the Reinvention Centre at the University of Warwick. I do that job alongside my studies and as an undergraduate, which was also at the University of Warwick, I was engaged in the student learning and teaching network, I was a representative of the Reinvention Centre for undergraduate research and I was also involved in undergraduate research as a researcher as well.
James Grogan – BA Ancient History & Archaeology, University of Leicester

Haven’t really been involved in the teaching side, the learning side I’ve engaged in my course – we have a lot of seminars, individual projects which we research ourselves and then present to the rest of our course and to our lecturers. I also spent a year in Italy as part of the ERASMUS programme, which was an exchange of learning between European universities. I went to the University of Pisa, which was very fascinating and involved a lot of learning what different countries appreciate, what they look for when you study and what they want you to learn which is often different to what in England is considered the aim of learning, so it was a very eye-opening experience.

Bilkas Hussein – MA Health Psychology, University of Nottingham

[I am] the course representative of my course. There have been several occasions, like staff-student meetings, I have been attending the open day sessions with the students when I actively engage with them and what they are looking [for] from the University and how they want to enhance the whole thing, the curriculum kind of thing. Their own issues of how they want to spend their time in the University and things like that.

Kate Little – Law with Politics, University of Manchester

When I was actually on my course I didn’t get involved much at all really, which I look back on as a bit of a shame. I now work full time at the Student Union as Academic Affairs Officer, and I’ve had a great deal of input in teaching and learning at an institutional level. So things like influencing policy, I helped to organise a mass consultation of students that fed into a new feedback policy at the University. I also sit on internal review panels so I help with quality assurance and I try to encourage individual schools and faculties to involve students in things like curriculum design, and improve their student staff liaison committees as well.
Roos Zandstra – Graduate Management Trainee, University of Exeter

I worked on a project called Students as Agents for Change in Learning and Teaching, which is happening at the University of Exeter. And that’s where we get students to do some research, outside of their academic learning, on issues in learning and teaching that they’re interested in, things that they’d like to see improved. And they do research of their students’ views of learning and teaching.

Sam Baars – Student Intern, CEEBL (Centre for Excellence In Enquiry-based Learning), University of Manchester

Around a couple of months ago, I helped a small group of academics to design some research ethics training for a new undergraduate course they were starting. So, I designed a one hour introductory session with some online modules to introduce undergraduates to the role of being a student researcher and the ethical issues that come up with that.

Grace Cooper – English Literature & History, University of Newcastle

At the moment, we’re producing a module that’s been completely student initiated. It’s come out of our student staff committee and basically it’s a module so that combined honour students who can’t do a dissertation or extended project in their subject can do their combined interdisciplinary or can just do an extended body of work on an interesting piece of their course.

Alex Turner – Chemistry, University of Nottingham

I’m a School Rep at Nottingham, which is part of the Education Network that we’ve got there. It’s basically I help collate all the feedback from all the students within the School of Chemistry and I bring that to the student staff feedback committee, and hopefully try to implement changes based on what students are actually saying they like and what they don’t like about all the different modules within their course.

Sarah Credell – BA Geography, University of Leicester

I’m a representative from the Student Union Council, so we meet every fortnight to discuss proposals and then we debate union issues, which is really important. It’s made up of student union staff members and students represented across the board, so you’ve got academic, societies, sports, media, everything is represented at council, and it’s really important for us to discuss the issues and make appropriate decisions with sort of taking everything into account and making sure everyone gets represented fairly. 

